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Become a Contestant



2014-2015 Competition Year
The Miss Louisiana’s Outstanding Teen Program is the “little sister” to the Miss Louisiana Pageant.  The organization promotes healthy living, scholarship and community service.  Each year the Miss Louisiana Organization awards over $12,000 to participants in the Outstanding Teen Pageant.  
Competition consists of the following:
· Private Interview:  Private interview is done with the entire judging panel and is press conference style.  On the local level the interview is 6 minutes.  State level interviews are 8 minutes.  Contestants are to wear an outfit they might wear if they were addressing their school student body or if they were working at a trendy boutique.  Wardrobe should always be teen appropriate. 
· Fitness:  Typically fitness is done to a “routine” of the local or state pageant director’s choosing.  Attire for fitness is also determined by the director.
· Talent:  Any talent of your choice.  Musical instrument, vocal, dance, art, or dramatic monologues.  The list is endless.  The time limit is 90 seconds.  You cannot use fire, live animals, or weapons in your talent. 
· Evening Wear & On Stage Question:  This consists of modeling an evening gown or formal attire of your choice.  You will answer an on stage question during this portion of competition.  Again, evening wear must be age appropriate, no high slits in skirts and no plunging necklines.  
There are other requirements to consider:
· Time Commitment:  If you were to win a local or state title in Miss Louisiana’s Outstanding Teen Organization, or if you choose to enter as an “at large” contestant,  it consumes a great deal of your time.  Make sure you are willing to do this if selected.
· Residency:  You must reside in, be enrolled in, and attending classes on a full-time basis at an accredited public, private or home schooling program with passing scores (passing scores as determined by state accreditation score) in academic and citizenship grades in Louisiana.  You must have met the previous requirement for a minimum of 6 months prior to competing on the Local or State level.  
· Citizenship:  You must be a citizen of the United States.
· Language:  You must be fluent in English
· Personal Characteristics:
· You be and must always have been a female.
· You may not currently or ever have been married. 
· You must not be pregnant, ever have been pregnant, or the adoptive parent of any child. 
· You must be of good moral character and have never been involved at any time in any act of moral turpitude.
· Other than petty offenses, you must have never been convicted of any criminal offense and have no criminal charges presently pending against you.  
· You must have never performed any act or engaged in any activity or employment that is or could reasonably be characterized as dishonest, immoral, or indecent. 
· You must be in good health, and be able to participate fully in any program activities without any outside assistance.  You must participate in and be judged in all phases of competition, which includes Talent, Lifestyle and Fitness, Evening Wear/On Stage Question, and Private Interview.  You must agree that that all decisions made by the judges are final and binding. 
· You must not use or consume any illegal controlled dangerous substances or abuse alcohol or other dangerous substances.  
· Age:  Age requirements for teen are very confusing.  Contact us if you have questions regarding your age eligibility.
· Must be a minimum of thirteen (13) years of age on the first day of the state competition.  This date is typically the last week of May but is subject to change.  You may compete on the local level at age twelve (12) as long as you turn thirteen before the state pageant.  
· May not have graduated from high school before the start of the MAOTeen National Finals, except for 16 year olds (or younger) who graduated early.
· May not turn eighteen (18) on or before July 31 of the year of the National Finals in which she will compete. 
· Must NOT be eligible to compete in the Miss America Organization Local or State Pageant at any point during the current Pageant Year.  To be eligible to compete in the Miss Louisiana Pageant you must be at least 17 years of age and a senior in high school.

Other Requirements:  Each participant in the Miss Louisiana’s Outstanding Teen pageant is required to sell a set number of ad pages for the program book.  Ad sales are due at the spring meeting, which is early April 2015.  Each state level participant is also required to participate in the Fleur de Lis mentoring program and had at least one (1) Fleur de Lis Princess at state competition.  You must also register on the CMN website to attempt to raise funds for Children’s Miracle Network.  

Entering as an At Large Contestant:  Definition:  “At Large” simply means that you either did not win a local preliminary title.  In order to be consider for an “at large” position in the pageant, you must have competed in one (1) local preliminary teen competition during the current pageant year.  There is no distinction made between the two types (local preliminary winners and at large contestants) of contestants at the state level of competition.  Judges are not aware of who did or did not win a local and who is participating as an “at large” contestant.  At large contestants must meet the same requirements as local pageant winners.  The at large entry fee is $400.00.  Once paid, these fees are NOT refundable.  No crown is awarded, however, if you would like to purchase a crown you may do so through the organization.  At large contestants are eligible for all awards and scholarships given, up to and including the title of Miss Louisiana’s Outstanding Teen 2015.  

Please check our website under “Recent News” / Pageant Calendar for dates of upcoming local preliminaries.  Contact information for the local directors can be found under this tab.  Each local pageant has requirements in addition to the ones listed above.  Contact them for complete information on how to enter.

RESOURCES
Miss Louisiana Web Site:  www.misslouisiana.org
Director of Miss Louisiana’s Outstanding Teen Don Humble
Email:  misslateen@aol.com
Phone: (337) 304-5815
CMN website:  maoteen4kids.org
Fleur de Lis Princess Information:  www.misslouisiana.org
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